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 of the method of classification aud with discussion of the pottery, the stone vases, the

 slate "palettes," the ivories, the stone and metal tools, the amulets and beads, and finally
 with an outline reconstruction of the prehistoric periods. Taking a series of numbers

 from 1-100 to represent the division of prehistoric remains in Egypt, Petrie starts

 his classification at S.D. (sequence date) 30, so as to leave room for earlier phases
 when discovered, and ends at S.D. 80. Between the latter time and the First Dynasty

 (Menes) there seems to have been some interval by the style of the remains, and this

 gap Petrie would fill with Manetho's dynasties of Thinite kings preceding Menes, of
 which he recognises traces at Abydos and Hierakonpolis. He considers the best period

 of art to have been in the thirties when the pottery had the purest forms. But greater

 evidence of wealth and technical skill is found from S.D. 50-60, whiclh Petrie considers

 to have been the acme of prehistoric civilisation in Egypt. " We see, then, the most
 " elaborate flint working, with perfect serial flaking, the best metal work

 " the more valuable beads of gold turquoise and amethyst, the greatest profusion of
 " hard stone vases, and the greatest amount of decorated pottery (perhaps rather

 " from 45-55.) " Petrie detects a marked change about S.D. 40, which he is inclined

 to attribute to the influx of a new people, perhaps from Syria, amongst the earlier
 population of Libyan stock. The first remains of the copper-using race Petrie would
 place about 7,000 B.C., considering that the Nile deposit must have begun about that
 time. The date of 7,000 B.C. may never be verified, but Petrie's sequence-dates for the

 prehistoric remains ought to be verifiable by his own futnire researches and those of
 otlher explorers. Besides Mr. MacIver's and Mr. Garstang's work of last season, there
 has also been the expedition of the University of Californiia working among the pre-
 historic remains oni scientific lines. Mr. Maclver's " eastern " cemetery at El Amrah,
 excavated this year, (see MAN 1901. 40) yielded the whole of the prehistoric sequences
 and reached down to the period of the First Dynasty, thus bridging the archeological
 gap after S.D. 80 left by Petrie in Diospolis Parva. * Other cemeteries cover
 only small portions of the whole. Careful deductions from observations on such points
 should soon settle the succession to the satisfaction of all. Unhappily the cemeteries
 are beiDg ruined wholesale by plunderers, so that there can be few naow remaining intact.
 The observations hitherto have all been carried on amid the embarrassing wreck of
 recently plundered graves, otherwise the problem would bave been far easier of solution
 and the results much fuller than they actually have been. A glance at the plates will
 convince the ethnologist as well as the student of prehistoric remains of the extra-
 ordinary importauce of this oldest but most recently explored field of archaeology in
 Egypt, and they will be grateful to Petrie for his courageous and brilliant effort to
 co-ordinate the results.

 The work amongst the Royal Tombs of Abvdos seems to follow naturallv on o
 the prehistoric archaeology of Diospolis Parva. At Abydos, Professor Petrie has U
 been working through the remains of the earliest dynasties, I. and TI. of Manetho. In
 some cases the royal names found in these tombs are recognizable in the New Kingdom
 lists, though always more or less deformed and misunderstood. The greater number,
 however, must be arranged according to circumstantial evidence, sequence of style, &c.
 At that time, as also at some later periods, changes in fashion were evidently very
 rapid within certain limits, so that in general the succession of kings, thanks to a few
 fixed points, can be made out with surprising ease and certainty, Here again a great
 stumblingblock is the mixture of remains throuigh ancient and modern plundering, so
 that the attribution of graves to particular kings is often a matter of speculation.

 * Mr. Mace informs me that the latest discoveries show S.D. 80 to have been contemporary with, or
 even later than, Menes, thus abolishing the gap from S.D. 80 to 100. In general, Professor Petrie's
 concluLsions are confirmed from S.D. 30 to 80.
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 Menes, the founder of Dynasty I. of Manetho, is an important starting point. There
 seems little doubt that he is identical with a king generally called by the "Horus-
 name" Aha on contemporary remains, though the " personal " name Menes (MN),
 by which he was known later, occurs only once. The style of Aha's inscriptions is
 important as a link between the style of his successors and that of other kings who
 must have preceded him. Petrie at present recognises three or four kings before Menes.
 Egypt under the early dynasties was still in the flint and copper stage; bronze is not
 found before the Sixth Dynasty. Apart from the vessels in hard stone, which were finely
 shaped even in the early prehistoric periods, there are excellent carvings in relief and
 short inscriptions earlier than Menes. It may be recollected that the end of the Third
 Dynasty and the beginning of the Fourth is the time when the solid rectangular mastaba-
 tomb with sloping sides passed rapidly through the step-pyramid stage and culminated
 in the perfect pyramid of Khufu. At the same time the walls of private tombs in the
 Memphite region were covered with a profusion of exquisite sculptures and paintings.

 The royal tombs at Abydos belong in part to kings just before Menes, in part to
 the Menes (the First) Dynasty of about eight kings, in part to the Second Dynasty,
 which consisted of about nine. Garstang's work at El Ahaiwah shows that some of the
 tombs of the early Third Dynasty kitigs were in the same district, so that we may hope
 soon to nave a continuous series of dated remains connecting the Fourth Dynasty with
 the prehistoric period. There is certainly a vast gap between the First Dyniasty and the
 Fourth in the archaeology as in the history; changes were proceeding rapidly amid much
 fluctuation of artistic power and finish. One might expect the accompaniments of a royal
 tomb to be all,of the finest workmanship, but this is certainly not the case at Abydos.
 The inscriptions on ivory and ebony are often mere ugly scrawls, though the bad pieces
 are interspersed with an occasional good piece. The level of that art during the
 First and Second Dynasties would seem to have gradually receded rather than advanced,
 but we cannot be sure that the pieces found at all represent the higher levels of work-
 manship of the time. It may not have been the custom, especially as culture developed,
 to waste good work wholesale by burying it in graves. The fine work was very
 probably reserved for the open parts of the tomb, and all or most of this has perished or
 disappeared, In almost every tomb, however, of the earlier time, fragments or samples
 of exquisite work have been found. Such, for example, are the fragment of a crystal
 vase (pl. V. 12), carved marble (ib. 15), the ear of barley (ib. 16), all from the tomb of
 Zer. In the tombs of Dynasty II., where little that can display art is found better than
 the clay sealings applied to the mouths of vessels, the seals were very rneatly arranged
 and engraved. The stele with the name of Perabsen of the Second Dynasty, which were
 probably visible after the tomb was closed, are in a fine style.

 It must always be remembered that these great brick tombs-which seem to have
 had floors, roofs, and in some cases linings of wood-together with their countless
 offerings in jars and boxes, were almost utterly destroyed by fire, as well as plundered
 again and again, not least during the years 18905-8. Flinders Petrie and his coadjutors
 are to be congratulated on the splendid results brought out by scientific methods from
 a wreckage and confusion apparently hopeless. F. LL. GRIFFITH.

 Fishery. Janko.
 Primitive Methods of Fishing in North-Eastern Europe and

 Northern Asia.

 Dritte Asiatische Forschungsreise des Grafen Eugen Zichy, Band I. IIerkpznft n
 der Magyarischen Fischerei. Von Dr. Johaun Janko. Leipzig: Hirsemann, 1900. ;
 4to, pp. 708. With 17 plates and 544 blocks in the text. Price ?1 17s. 6d.

 In this work-in two folio volumes, printed in German and Hungarian in parallel
 columns, well got up and adequately illustrated-Dr. Janko gives an account of much of
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